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      May 15, 2020  

Dear GO-NYC Families,   

  

I hope this letter reaches you all in the best of health and spirits. While this has been a challenging year for 

everyone, we look forward to returning to normalcy. Regarding our reopening, we will continue distance 

learning for the remainder of the school year and unless we hear otherwise from elected officials, we plan to 

reopen in August and start the school year strong!   

  

It’s with much excitement that I write to introduce myself as the new Executive Director of Great Oaks- New 

York City.  After several years leading our school, Mr. Vance has decided to move on to explore other 

opportunities outside of our organization. Please join me in wishing Mr. Vance the best of luck in the future. 

He’s played a major role in the shaping of our school and will always be part of the culture of Great Oaks.  

  

My name is Brett Gallini and I come to Great Oaks with 22 years of service in traditional public and charter 

schools. I began my teaching career in Los Angeles, CA, was a teacher in the Bronx, a principal of two NYC 

Department of Education schools in Queens and Manhattan, and the founder of Neighborhood Charter Schools, 

which operates two elementary schools and one middle school in Harlem and the Mott Haven section of the 

Bronx. Since 2012, Neighborhood Charter Schools has consistently been one of the highest performing 

independent charter networks in New York State. This past year I’ve been the Managing Director of a large 

charter organization in Dallas, Texas.   

  

My role at Great Oaks is to ensure that the systems and structures are in place to ensure that every Great Oaks 

scholar is provided with a rigorous and college preparatory education, one that they need and deserve.   

 As a Great Oaks family there are many reasons to be proud. We are pleased that we are able to provide a small 

and nurturing environment for all scholars. This coming year we are introducing a number of new opportunities 

to ensure we hold true to our commitment to deliver excellence. These shifts include:  

• a brand-new curriculum across most subject areas   

• a new schedule, providing more time for ELA and Math each day   

• more opportunities for students to engage in the arts and a full-time arts teacher   

• daily clubs and an advisory period to address the social/emotional needs of our scholars   
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We will continue to provide all students with high dose tutoring in small groups to further academic learning.   

 Attached please find the 2020-2021 Instructional Calendar. The first day of school is Monday, August 24th for 

6th graders and Tuesday, August 25th for 7th and 8th graders.   

  

More information will come in the weeks ahead.   

  

Warmly,  

 Brett Gallini  

Executive Director 

bgallini@greatoakscharter.org 
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